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(54) PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM AND 
RECORDING AND REPRODUCING DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the system for efficiently repeating 
a program. 

CONSTITUTION: A data signal D containing operation 
data showing recording or reproducing and the related 
operation at least for reception side operation control, 
and time data showing the start time of the operation 
and time data showing the repeating interval of the 
operation is fomned from a computer 15 at an up link 
system 10 and this signal is supplied to an encoder 12 
and inserted to a transmitting signal. At a down linl< 
system 30, the received signal is supplied to a tuner 
and decoder 32. the data signal D prepared by the 
; computer 15 is extracted, and the data signal D is 
supplied to a VTR {recording and reproducing device) 33 
and decoded. According to this decoded data signal D, 
the recording or the reproducing of the VTR 33 or the 
control of a receiver 34 is performed, and this control 
is repeated for each of time data showing the repeating 
Interval of the operation in the data signal D. 
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Publication Number: 07-154347 
Title of Invention: 

PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM AND RECORDING AND 

REPRODUCING DEVICE 
Applicant: SONY CORP. 
Date of Filing: 29.11.1993 
[Claims] 

1. A program distribution system wherein: 

a program consisting of a television signal is distributed; 

a data signal is transmitted which contains operation d^ta 
representing at least recording or reproducing, and the 
associated operation, time data representing the start time 
of the operation, and time data representing the repeating 
interval of the operation; 

the distributed program is recorded according to the 
transmitted data; and 

the recorded program is reproduced according to the 
transmitted data. 

2. A recording and reproducing device comprising: 

a storage means for storing a data signal which is 
transmitted from an external device and contains operation 
data representing at least recording or reproducing, and the 
associated operation, time data representing the start time 
of the operation, and time data representing the repeating 
interval of the operation; 

a clock for generating a current time; and 

a control means for controlling said recording and 
reproducing device according to a current time generated by 
said clock and the data signal stored in said storage means, 

wherein:, 

the operation is carried out when the start time, 
represented by said time data representing the start time of 
the operation corresponds with a current time generated by 
said clock; and 



the operation is repeated according to said time data 
representing the repeating interval of the operation. 

3. The recording and reproducing device of claim 2, wherein 
the repeat of the operation is carried out by producing the 
sum of said time data representing the start time of the 
operation and said time data representing the repeating 
interval of said operation. 

4, The recording and reproducing device of claim 2 or 3, 
wherein the time data representing the start time of the 
operation stored in said storage means is the sum of or the 
subtraction of the time data representing the start time of 
the operation transmittisd from said external device and the 
predetermined time difference between the locations of said 
recording and reproducing device and said external device. 
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